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start saying ‘‘yes’’? $5 a gallon? $10 a 
gallon? 

It’s time for no more excuses. Fami-
lies are hurting. Businesses are hurt-
ing. The American people are asking 
for help. It’s time to say ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

REPUBLICAN PLAN OF DRILLING 
IN ANWR IS NOT THE ANSWER 
TO HIGH GAS PRICES 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are rightfully concerned 
about the high cost of gas, and they are 
looking for solutions that will provide 
some immediate relief. We don’t need 
more of the stale rhetoric of the past 7 
years that we have heard from the 
Bush administration and their so- 
called energy policy. 

President Bush and congressional Re-
publicans continue to argue that open-
ing one of America’s treasures, the 
Arctic refuge, to oil drilling will lower 
gas prices. That’s simply not true. 

Ask the experts. That is the conclu-
sion of the Bush administration’s own 
Energy Information Administration, 
which estimates that opening the Arc-
tic refuge to drilling today will save 
only a few pennies a gallon 20 years 
from now. Sadly, this is the Republican 
solution to addressing the high prices 
that they created. 

The American people are looking for 
action. That’s exactly what this Demo-
cratic House has been doing over the 
past couple of months. Unfortunately, 
we need help from our friends across 
the aisle because President Bush re-
mains committed to failed policies. 

f 

SUPPORT GROWING DOMESTIC 
ENERGY NEEDS 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, an 83- 
year-old woman told me she is paying 
over $400 a month now for her energy 
bills, and she may end up finishing her 
life burning wood, like she started it. 

The fact is, God has blessed this Na-
tion with an abundance of solutions in 
the form of natural resources that can 
support growing domestic energy 
needs. Within 3 years, we can get a mil-
lion to a million and a half barrels of 
oil from ANWR. Some have indicated 
there are three times the amount of oil 
left in the entire Middle East, three 
times that amount in shale in Colo-
rado, Wyoming and Utah, but they 
can’t get to it. 

The limited areas that are available 
for lease have an 8-year lease, and they 
are saying it takes right at 8 years to 
get all the permits. Yes, there is some 
property under lease that they can’t 
produce. There is some that doesn’t 
produce. That’s the energy business. 

But we need to help hardworking 
Americans. I don’t understand what 

the majority leadership has against 
good union jobs. We are losing them 
every day in our district because en-
ergy prices are too high, and I want to 
keep those good union jobs. 

f 

b 1030 

JOBLESS BENEFITS EXTENSION 

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, there is hardly a middle-class 
soul in our country who has not been 
impacted by this terrible economy. 
With 326,000 jobs lost, millions of 
Americans may lose their homes and 
their health care. All this as the price 
of food soars and the price of gas passes 
$4 a gallon and wages are stagnant. 

Mr. Speaker, we should invent a new 
word similar to stagflation that also 
includes gas and food. May I suggest 
‘‘stagasfoodlation’’ to describe this ter-
rible economy. Millions of men, women 
and children are caught up in an eco-
nomic perfect storm not of their mak-
ing where every avenue seems cut off. 

Today we will have the opportunity 
to vote for an extension of unemploy-
ment insurance to help these American 
families. Republicans should not try to 
block this last lifeline for these fami-
lies. 

f 

ESCALATING GAS PRICES 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to add my voice to those urging change 
in the face of escalating gas prices. 
With the start of the summer season, 
the far-reaching effects of ever increas-
ing gas prices is becoming more and 
more apparent. 

It will result in a decrease in income 
for those in the travel industry, and 
that will lead to an increase in prices 
for dependent goods. As a result, the 
national economy will experience 
lower spending and higher prices. We 
are not now in a terrible economic sit-
uation, as some of our colleagues have 
said, but the high gas prices can lead to 
that. 

Yet in the face of this self-perpet-
uating cycle, Democrats are not fight-
ing for change here. We need to move 
our energy production technologies 
into the 21st century and build more 
coal, hydroelectric, and nuclear plants. 
We have ways to increase our domestic 
oil and gas production, as well as re-
newable and domestically available en-
ergy sources. At the same time, we 
must support the commercialization of 
our shale oil resources which hold 
enough oil to meet America’s needs for 
more than two centuries. 

Congress cannot afford to stand as an 
idle spectator as gas prices continue to 
erode the foundation of our economy. I 
urge Members to support Republican 
efforts to actively seek solutions to our 

current situation. American families 
deserve results and it is our responsi-
bility to see that they get them. 

f 

EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, the Bush 
economy has lost nearly 325,000 jobs 
this year alone. With five straight 
months of job losses and the unemploy-
ment rate experiencing its sharpest 
spike in 22 years, it is clear that the 
economic downturn is hurting middle 
class people everywhere. 

Last week, the Democratic Congress 
passed legislation to extend unemploy-
ment benefits for an additional 13 
weeks to provide relief to millions of 
Americans who are finding it increas-
ingly difficult to find a job. 

Not only will this extension help 1.6 
million Americans who have already 
exhausted their regular benefits, but it 
will also stimulate the struggling econ-
omy. For every $1 spent on unemploy-
ment benefits, it generates $1.64 in our 
economy. 

Mr. Speaker, after last week’s bipar-
tisan vote, President Bush and the ma-
jority of the House Republicans should 
drop their opposition to this common- 
sense legislation so we can provide 
some much-needed assistance to those 
who are hurting under the Bush econ-
omy. Workers who are having trouble 
finding a job are not to be blamed for 
this struggling economy. 

f 

AMERICA NEEDS ENERGY 
PRODUCTION 

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, you know after 
listening to my friends on the other 
side of the aisle, if you listen to their 
prescription for our energy woes, it is 
very much like saying we can have 
milk in this country without cows. 
They don’t understand that in order to 
take care of the problem, you need sup-
ply. 

And why do I say that, because on 
every single vote we have had over the 
last decade or so, when we talked about 
tar sands, Democrats voted no. When 
we talked about shale oil, Democrats 
voted no. When we talked about coal, 
Democrats voted no. When we talked 
about cleaner ways of using coal, the 
Democrats voted no. When we talked 
about offshore drilling for gas and oil, 
the Democrats said no. When we talked 
about drilling in ANWR, they voted no. 
When we talked about refineries, they 
said no. Nuclear, they said no. And 
sometimes they have even said no to 
wind if it happened to be near where 
they lived. 

Now the problem is that the Amer-
ican people want solutions. We are pro-
viding an opportunity for solutions. All 
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